


Why Long form Nonfiction?



Narrative nonfiction has been 
defined as a type of prose that 
employs the literary techniques 
usually associated with fiction or 
poetry to report on persons, 
places, and events in the real 
world without altering facts 
(Nordquist, 2019)



Historians and Storytellers
“That fine, fine line is something writers of narrative 
nonfiction (or nonfiction with a point of view, or 
whatever we finally end up calling it) tread every day. 
We balance the role of historian
and storyteller by making sure we don’t interject 
tension or emotion or events without thorough 
knowledge. We do it by employing fiction techniques 
without ever making a single thing up.”

~Tanya Lee Stone, The Horn Book Magazine 



Sherri L. Smith
“As a species, we’ve 
always turned to stories 
to understand each 
other and ourselves . . . 
Great books, especially 
for young people, can 
serve as both friend and 
mentor.” 



Five Facts About Sherri
Sherri is passionate about chocolate chip cookies 

Sherri has lived on all three U.S. coasts–East, West, and Lake Michigan!

Sherri holds a certificate in the Art of Archetypal Fairy Tale Analysis.

In addition to nonfiction and historical fiction picturebooks and novels, Sherri also writes 
comics.

Sherri lives in Los Angeles with the love of her life and a disreputable cat.





Thin and Thick Questions



Poetry
Crot Poetry
A crot or blip is a  grammatical 

element to create 
abruptness and feeling of 
rapid transition. 
Important to use words 
along  with white or 
negative space. 

https://www.readingandwritinghaven.com/nonfiction-inspired-poetry-a-creative-writing-assignment



Blackout Poetry
Created by making copies of book 
pages students then use a marker to 
isolate then piece together single 
words or short phrases from these 
texts to create lyrical masterpieces.



List Poem
A list poem features an 
inventory of people, 
places, things, or ideas 
organized in a special 
way.

Ragtime
Syncopated rhythm
Maple Leaf Rag
Scott Joplin
All that Jazz
 
Duke Ellington & Cab 
Calloway III
Take the “A” Train
Minnie the Moocher
Sweet Mama Stringbean
St. Louis Blues 



Book Speed Dating



Biography Quilt: 
Adapted from resource at: litcircles.org/extension/storyquilt 



Mentor Texts

Vignettes interspersed throughout book featuring 
various individuals who influenced the Civil Rights 
Movement.



Mentor Texts
List making as 
a writing 
strategy for 
summarizing, 
predicting, or 
evaluating 
information.



Contact Us

Marie LeJeune
lejeunem@wou.edu
Instagram:@dr_lejeune_reads

Cyndi Giorgis
cgiorgis@asu.edu 
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